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also hoped that the Japanese would be 

hailed as liberators from American rule. 

However, when Lieutenant General Homma 

Masaharu saw a propaganda leaflet in the 

early days of the war, saying that the purpose 

of the Japanese army was to liberate the 

Philippine islands from the oppression and 

exploitation of the United States, he was very 

grumpy and angry, and said, “When did the 

U.S. exploit the Philippine Islands? Rather 

than oppressing them, the U.S. was giving 

them good government. The Filipinos will 

only despise us if we write such nonsense. 

The difficulty lies in the fact that we have to 

do more good than the U.S., and you have to 

work for it.”  
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